Saint Thomas More Catholic Church
3525 SW Patton Road, Portland, OR
stmparish@stmpdx.org
503-222-2055
www.stmpdx.org

WEEKLY MASS
SCHEDULE
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday-Friday

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
8:20 am

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4:00 pm
or by appointment
MARIAN PRAYER
GROUP
2nd-5th Tuesdays 7:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Friday

December 8, 2019

8:00 am — 4:00 pm
STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Martin L. King

Holiday Mass
Schedule

Religious Education

Business Manager:
Annette Berent

Tuesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve

Confirmation

Development Director:
Amy Dice

4:00 pm
&

Religious Education:
Margaret Schuster

6:00 pm

Bookkeeper:
Virginia Calcagno
Admin. Asst.:
Sister Alexa Weight, SSMO

Wednesday, December 25th
Christmas Day
9:00 am
&
1:00 pm

December 8th at 11:30 am located
in the Conference Room

Family Religious Education
December 8th at 9 am located in
the 4th grade classroom
Contact Margaret Schuster
at 503-222-2055 or
mschuster@stmpdx.org

Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 3:1-12
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand!" It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: A voice of one crying out in the desert,
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather belt
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole
region around the Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River
as they acknowledged their sins. When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism,
he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit
as evidence of your repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.'
For I tell you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at the root of
the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am
baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his
hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."

Feast day: Immaculate Conception of Mary– December 8th
The Story of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the Eastern Church
in the seventh century. It came to the West in the eighth century.
In the 11th century it received its present name, the Immaculate
Conception. In the 18th century it became a feast of the universal
Church. It is now recognized as a solemnity.
In 1854, Pius IX solemnly proclaimed: “The most Blessed Virgin
Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a singular grace and
privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus
Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all
stain of original sin.”
It took a long time for this doctrine to develop. While many Fathers
and Doctors of the Church considered Mary the greatest and holiest
of the saints, they often had difficulty in seeing Mary as sinless—
either at her conception or throughout her life. This is one of the
Church teachings that arose more from the piety of the faithful than
from the insights of brilliant theologians. Even such champions of Mary as Bernard of Clairvaux and
Thomas Aquinas could not see theological justification for this teaching.
Two Franciscans, William of Ware and Blessed John Duns Scotus, helped develop the theology. They
pointed out that Mary’s Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive work. Other members of the
human race are cleansed from original sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’ work was so powerful as to prevent
original sin at the outset.
franciscanmedia.org

THIS WEEK’S
SCHEDULE
Saturday, December 7th
4:00 pm
Reconciliation
5:00 pm
Vigil Mass
Sunday, December 8th
8:00 am
Mass
10:00 am
Mass
Monday, December 9th
Tuesday, December 10th
8:20 am
Daily Mass
Joe Halloran †
Wednesday, December 11th
8:20 am
Daily Mass
Russell Humberston †
Thursday, December 12th
8:20 am
Daily Mass
Theresa Allender †
Friday, December 13th
8:20 am
Daily Mass
Saturday, December 14th
4:00 pm
Reconciliation
5:00 pm
Vigil Mass
Sunday, December 15th
8:00 am
Mass
10:00 am
Mass

Giving Tree to Benefit
St. Andrew Nativity
Remember that all gifts are due
back to STM by this Sunday,
December 8, so our elves can get
busy sorting and organizing.
Thank you to everyone who is
helping to make Christmas bright
for our friends at St. Andrew
Nativity!

Watch for Icy Patches on
Campus!
We are doing our best to take care
of icy patches on campus, but
please be careful — especially
when you arrive in the early
mornings! Winter weather can
bring unexpected maintenance
challenges. Please let us know if
you notice anything that needs
attention.

FELLOWSHIP
12/7
12/8

6:00
9:00

Wine and Cheese
Broadmoor Guild

12/8

11:00

Amy Convery

12/14 6:00

Wine and Cheese

12/15

9:00

Patton Guild

12/15

11:00

Carolyn Harakal

Monthly Parish Offertory Report
December 2019—Week 1
Average Monthly Offertory Needed
$32,500.00
Basket Collection Month to Date
$3,405.82
eGiving Collection Month to Date
$0
Total Offertory Month to Date
$3,405.82
Offertory Budget FYTD
$163,521.48
Offertory FYTD
$133,259.17
STM fiscal year is July 1-June 30.Thank you for your support!

PRAYER INTENTION
Please pray for parishioner Inez
Becic, who passed away Nov. 26th,
and keep her family in thought and
prayer.

End of Year Giving
Want to make a donation in honor
of someone as a Christmas gift?
Have you used your company’s
generous matching dollars? Still
have a few dollars you need to take
from your IRA to hit your
minimum required distribution?
Consider a donation to STM
Church, School, Capital Campaign,
Tuition Assistance Fund…you
decide! Visit our school or parish
websites to make your donation, or
call the STM Development Office.
We would love to help you design
a gift that is best for you and your
family.

STM Mens’ Group
On December 21st from 8:00 am to
10:00 am, our STM Men's Group
will be helping out at the Jesuit
Alumni Food-Drive. Our volunteers
will be doing a variety of tasks such
as removing cardboard from the
food distribution area. All of our
STM Community are invited to
participate. More information will
follow.

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection
Support aging religious. Our second collection is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Many
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served for little or no pay. Today, religious
communities often do not have enough savings to meet retirement needs. Your gift helps provide
medications, nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly religious. It also helps ensure younger
members can continue the good works of their elders. Please be generous.

Connie Mc Dowell
Principal Broker

503-802-6438

Connie McDowell

Principal Broker
Parishioner and
Past School Parent
Realtor for 30 Years

503-291-9898
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503-313-5311

Oregon
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Catholic Senior Special ~ Call Now!

Portland’s premier full-service
retirement community.
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Judie Simpson
Broker
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